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Background and Perspective 

The Drug Education Council had its beginnings in 1967, 

when a group of civic leaders and professionals founded 

the Southwest Alabama Council on Alcoholism, 

dedicated to the rehabilitation of people suffering from 

the disease of alcoholism.  Since 1979, the agency has 

focused on addressing the need for the prevention of 

alcohol and other drug abuse, through education and 

prevention programs in Mobile and other counties in 

the region.  In 1986, the name of the agency was 

officially changed to the Drug Education Council, Inc.   

Each of our many programs and practices is based on 

the four core beliefs that provide the guidance and 

vision of the agency.   

 Every one of us is important and deserves to be 

nurtured. 

 Every one of us has a responsibility to promote 

healthy choices. 

 The abuse of alcohol and other drugs is preventable. 

 Addiction is treatable and recovery happens. 

 

2019 highlighted our commitment to adapting to 

the critically changing needs  of  the communities we 

serve. Our experience and passion, along with the 

synergism created by our partnerships and 

collaborations, allowed us to respond quickly and 

effectively to new challenges, emerging issues and 

unscheduled opportunities in prevention.  The 

opportunity to learn from past experience while 

maintaining a fresh perspective is a strength we can 

build on as we move into 2020, confident in our ability 

to effect change and to make a positive difference in the 

lives of the individuals and families we touch. 
 

Celebrating 

52years of  

helping 

individuals and 

families in our 

community live  

healthy and 

drug-free lives. 

2 



Dear Friends, 

As we finish one year and begin another, I am reminded that the 

reasons for our founding still exist, and are just as critical as 

ever.  The names and details may be different from year to year, 

but the underlying story of lives and families torn apart by the 

disease of addiction continues to create a testimony to the 

desperate need for prevention, intervention and treatment 

services that are not only readily available, but easily accessible 

and affordable.  Our mission and our passion is to work in 

collaboration with our many community partners to ensure that 

these needs become a reality.  It is only through the support and 

continuing generosity of our friends and benefactors that we are 

able to provide the programs and services that can help 

individuals and families put their lives back together and work to 

build a healthy, supportive environment for the valuable young 

people in our community.  Together, we can make a genuine 

difference in our circles of influence. Thank you all for your 

continuing support of all that we do. We appreciate you more 

than we could ever express! 

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

 
 
The Drug Education Council provides a wide 
array of prevention services.  We believe that 
community involvement and collaboration is 
a necessary component of an effective 
prevention strategy, and continue to work on 
strengthening our collaborative efforts. 
 
We are dedicated to making sure that the 
issues surrounding substance abuse remain a 
priority, and that vital assistance is always 
available for families and individuals in 
crisis.   

  

Virginia Guy 

Executive Director 
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PREVENTION:  Empowering people to make healthy choices! 
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Experience, passion, 

and the power of 

partnering enable us 

to create momentum 

and effect positive 

change in our 

communities. 



Spreading the message of Red Ribbon Week and 

encouraging our future community leaders to make a 

positive difference through the  

Red Ribbon Leadership Awards Program. 

This year’s program honored 161 student leaders from 

Mobile and Baldwin Counties — the most honorees ever! 
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The annual DEC Anniversary  Luncheon and VIP Reception featured Meredith Baxter, 

who shared her story of her personal struggles with addiction and shed light on the hope that 

can be found in recovery.  Each year, this event works to increase community awareness about 

the impact of addiction on the lives of individuals and families. 

It also allows us an opportunity to recognize people  in the community who 

are truly making a difference, through the  Joseph Treadwell Award — Bob 

Grip,  and the Marian Vineyard Cranford Award — Ellen Hunter Dyas.  

Congratulations to our  2019 honorees! 



 

  

 

2019 Annual Luncheon Supporters 

 
BENEFACTOR 

The Joseph Treadwell Charitable Foundation 

Courtney Upton 

 

GOLD- $10,000 

Gretchen and Angus R. Cooper, III  

The Ernest G. DeBakey Charitable Foundation 

 

SILVER- $5,000  

Cox Family Foundation 

iSAM North America 

Steiner Construction Company, Inc. — Bubba Steiner 

Priscilla and John Wilson 

                                      

BRONZE - $2,500  

Cumberland Heights — Greg Snodgrass 

Tom and Mimi Hudson 

Page and Jones, Inc. 

White-Spunner Realty, Inc. 

 

   

ACCOUNTABILITY 

•Financial accounts are 

audited annually by an 

independent CPA firm, 

following all applicable 

guidelines. 

•The Drug Education 

Council maintains the 

Alabama Department of 

Mental Health-Substance 

Abuse Services (ADMH-

SAS) Divisions highest 

level of certification for 

Administration and 

Prevention. 

•Program effectiveness is 

monitored and evaluated 

by a variety of methods. 

The Drug Education 

Council works closely 

with professional 

evaluation consultants to 

develop appropriate and 

valid methods of program 

assessment. 

•Evaluation results are 

used to determine need 

for modification or 

improvement of program 

services. 

UNITED WAY PARTNER AGENCY 
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We provide a continuum of services addressing 
prevention, intervention, counseling and 
recovery support.   

Our efforts include programs focusing on youth, 
families and individuals, as well as community-
wide prevention programs that work to create 
community norms that decrease the risk of 
addiction for people of all ages. 


